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“On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at 
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria.”     (Acts 8:1, NIV) 

 
 
 
How God Can Use Us To Impact Our Community & Country 

(Our “Judea and Samaria”, Acts 8-13) 
 

 

1) Clear it up: Help confused people _UNDERSTAND CHRIST_.  
 

“Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ Philip asked.  ‘How can I,’ he said, 
‘unless someone explains it to me?’  So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him.  The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: ‘He was led like a sheep  
to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth.  In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his 
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.’  The eunuch asked Philip, 
‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?’  
Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news 
about Jesus.  As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ And he gave 
orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water and Philip baptized him.”   (Acts 8:30-38, NIV) 

 
 
 
2) Transformer: Know God’s in the __LIFE-CHANGE BUSINESS__.  
 

“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men 
or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  As he neared Damascus 
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’  ‘Who 
are you, Lord?’ Saul asked.  ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.  
‘Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.’” 

(Acts 9:1-6, NIV) 

 

3) Flex fuel: Stay wide open to __OBEY GOD’S “BIG ASKS”_.  
 

“About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.  He became hungry and wanted something 
to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  He saw 
heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its 
four corners.  It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of 
the earth and birds of the air.  Then a voice told him, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 
‘Surely not, Lord!’ Peter replied. ‘I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.’ 
The voice spoke to him a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 
made clean.’  This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken 
back to heaven.  While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the 
men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the 
gate.  They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.  
While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, ‘Simon, three 
men are looking for you.  So get up and go downstairs.  Do not hesitate to go with 
them, for I have sent them.’  Peter went down and said to the men, ‘I’m the one 
you’re looking for.  Why have you come?’  The men replied, ‘We have come from 
Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected 
by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so 
that he could hear what you have to say.’  Then Peter invited the men into the 
house to be his guests…[Cornelius]: ‘Now we are all here in the presence of 
God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.’” 
      (Acts 10:9-23, 33b, NIV) 

 
4) Survivor: Endure hardship and _EXPECT GOD TO WORK_.  
 

“…King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 
them.  He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.  When he 
saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also… So Peter was 
kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.  The night 
before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  Suddenly an 
angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell.  He struck Peter on the 
side and woke him up. ‘Quick, get up!’ he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s 
wrists…’without a doubt the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from 
Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.’” 
        (Acts 12:1-7, 11b, NIV) (see Acts 12:21-24) 

 
5) Answer the call:  Find your place in the __PLAN OF GOD_.  
 

“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  So after they 
had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” 
       (Acts 13:2-3, NIV) 
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